VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING 
MARCH 17, 2025
Mayor Dennis Lutes presiding

MEMBERS:		Judy Einach, Blake Maras, Josh Freifeld, Johanna Kelley

OTHERS:	Vince Luce, Becki Paternosh, Ed LeBarron, Erin Schuster, Corbin Meleen, Andrew Webster, Don McCord, Britt Mead, Deb Puckhaber, Tom Herr, Steve Aschmann, Ryan Norton, Ericca Caccamise, Ann Kneer, Sandy Brown

MAYOR/BOARD
PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Mayor Lutes presented the two outgoing Trustees: Judith Einach and Josh Freifeld with plaques of Appreciation for their service.

DECLARATION FOR PROCLAIMING MONTH OF APRIL 
Ericca Caccamise presented to the board for proclaiming the month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month beginning April 1st.

MINUTES
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously to approve the 2/18/25 minutes.

TREE CITY RECOGNITION
The Village of Westfield Earned 2024 Tree City USA Recognition from the Arbor Day Foundation. The board thanked Chairman of the Tree Board; Pete Holt, the Tree Board and Andrew Thompson for their continuing efforts to ensure that this recognition was possible. 

SPONSORSHIP/TIERED BENEFITS FOR FIRST FRIDAY 2025
The discussion was tabled as more information is needed.

FAIR HOUSING MONTH/ RESOLUTION #1-2025
The following resolution was approved on a motion made by Truste Einach, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously.

WHEREAS, April 11, 2025, marks the 57th anniversary of the passage of the U.S. Fair Housing Law, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended, that supports the policy of Fair Housing without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, familial status, and disability, and encourages fair housing opportunities for all citizens; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield is committed to addressing discrimination in our community, to support programs that will educate the public about the right to equal housing opportunities, and to plan partnership efforts with other organizations to help assure every citizen of their right to fair housing; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield rejects discrimination on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, disability and/or familial status in the sale, rental, or provision of other housing services; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Westfield desires that all its citizens be afforded the opportunity to attain decent, safe and sound living environment; and
WHEREAS, April is recognized nationally as Fair Housing Month.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board of the Village of Westfield, New York does hereby designate April 2025 as being Fair Housing Month, and recognizes the policy supporting Fair Housing by encouraging all citizens to endorse Fair Housing opportunities for all not only during Fair Housing Month but throughout the year;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The Village has designated the position of Village Code Officer to hold responsibility of serving as the Village’s Housing Officer and to date there have been no complaints filed against any seller, leaser, purchaser or financier of housing with the Village’s Fair Housing Officer.

REQUEST FOR RALLY IN SUPPORT OF VETERANS
A letter was read to the board with a request to have a non-partisan rally in support of veterans for April 19th from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. which was approved on a motion made by Trustee Einach, seconded by Trustee Freifeld and was carried unanimously.

SEQR/NYSDOT HIGHWAY PERMIT
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously to approve the request for a NYS DOT highway permit.

POLICE
POLICE REPORT
The board made a motion by Trustee Einach, seconded by Trustee Freifeld and was carried unanimously to approve the Police Report.

REQUEST EXECUTIVE SESSION – PERSONNEL

RESIGNATION OF POLICE OFFICER
The board made a motion by Trustee Einach, seconded Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously to approve the resignation of Officer Trenton Gugino as of 3/26/25.

FIRE
MONTHLY REPORT
PERMISSION FOR ENGINE 291 REPAIR
Repairs for Engine 291 would amount to $37,577. It’s valued at $18-24k. The board recommended searching for a used 2010 or newer Engine.

REQUEST TO PURCHASE LUCAS CPR DEVICE
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously to authorize the purchase a Lucas CPR Device subject to a bid request not to exceed $29,092.12.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
RECREATION REPORT
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Einach and was carried unanimously to approve the Recreation Report.




NYSWIM GRANT UPDATE
The board made a motion to award the design, management and oversight of the NYSWIM Grant to RD Designs & Development in the amount of $74,000. 
The other bid received was from EcoStrategies Engineering & Surveying in the amount of $75,000.

CODE
CODE REPORT
The board made a motion by Trustee Kelley, seconded by Trustee Freifeld and was carried unanimously to approve the Code Report.

Code Officer Dan Hogg, submitted proposed building permit fees to the board members for review and comments. 

ZONING
ZONING REPORT
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously to approve the Zoning Report.

HISTORIAN
The board made a motion to approve the Historian reports from January and February by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Ed LeBarron noted that they are back to summer hours of 7-3:30 now.

The board made a motion to approve the Public Works Report on a motion made by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was caried unanimously.

DECLARE SURPLUS
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously to declare the 2011 Leaf Vacuum as surplus and to dispose of at Auction.

CHIPS FUNDS
On a motion by Trustee Einach, seconded by Trustee Freifeld and was carried unanimously to approve permission to use CHIPS Funds to purchase a new leaf vacuum in the amount $70,0000-$85,000 depending on model after inspection.

WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
PERMISSION TO GO TO BID FOR REPAIR
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously for permission to go to bid for masonry repair at the Water Plant, Stage 3 of a 4 Stage Project.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
APPROVAL OF WIRE PURCHASE
The board made a motion by Trustee Maras, seconded by Trustee Einach and was carried unanimously to approve the wire purchase 
 to Irby in the amount of $12,015. 
The other bid received was from Wire & Cable in the amount of $12,675.

APPROVAL TO PURCHASE POLES
The board made a motion by Trustee Einach, seconded by Trustee Kelley and was carried unanimously to approve Stella Jones quote in the amount of $13,627.48. It was noted the service from them; was much better.
Other quotes received were as follows:
  American Timber and Steel	$15,038.00
            Matagorda Island Inc.	   17,669.00

TREASURER
APPROVAL OF REVENUE & EXPENSE REPORTS
The board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously to approve the Revenue & Expense Reports.

APPROVAL OF BUDGET TRANSFERS
The board made a motion by Trustee Kelley, seconded by Trustee Einach and was carried unanimously.

WARRANTS
The following warrants were approved on a motion made by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously.

Sewer			W#45			$8,455.89
General		W#43			22,414.35
          		Electric		W#43		          210,751.15
Water			W#45			  7,484.31
          	           Water			W#47			12,774.46
           		Sewer			W#47		            56,662.42
           		Electric                      W#45			47,151.03
General 		W#45			78,001.02

VISITORS
Ann Kneer thanked the former Board members for their service.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The board made a motion to enter Executive Session to discuss Personnel by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously.

Following the Executive session, the board made a motion by Trustee Freifeld, seconded by Trustee Maras and was carried unanimously to reenter regular session 

There was no action taken resulting from the Executive Session.

There being no further business to come before the board, the motion was made by Trustee Maras, seconded by Trustee Freifeld and was carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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