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VILLAGE OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES
DATE: Monday, October 20th, 2025							TIME: 7:00 PM
PLACE: North Room – Eason Hall

Members Present: Mayor Dennis Lutes, Trustee Johanna Kelley, Trustee Judy Einach, Trustee Kathryn Bronstein, Trustee Lynlee Cunningham

Staff:  Becki Betts-Paternosh, Treasurer; Andrew Webster, Recreation Director, Greg Wozneak, Police Chief; Josh Belcher, Fire Chief; Andrew Thompson, DPW Director, Erin Schuster

VISITORS/ATTENDEES: Jake Alonge, Marilyn Hemmer, Dave Walker, Gail Gray, Wayne Harrington, Ann & Ed Kneer, Ethan Hallett, Madyson Burgess, Brayden Paddock, Mackenzie Schumaker, Arielle Corbett, Sara Rodrigo, Lorianne Nichols, Ada Wiseman, Deb Puckhaber, Ed Slate, David S. Brown, Staunzie Grady, Britt Mead, Bill Karrow, Lionel Wescott, Tracy Moon, Sam Heim

MAYOR & BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2-2025 UNSAFE BUILDING LAW AMENDMENT(S)

The Mayor opened the public hearing at 7pm to take comments on the proposed amendments to the unsafe building law.  It was noted that his law has been updated to address provisions for a hearing officer and for remediation expenses incurred at the property to be placed as an additional assessment  on said property (if necessary).  The hearing was kept open for a while in case others had comments.

CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE

The Board approved holding Christmas in the Village from November 22nd thru the 23rd and authorized a $1,000 expenditure toward the activities on a motion by J. Einach and seconded by J. Kelley.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR OR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #3-2025 SEWER USE LAW AMENDMENTS

The Mayor opened the public hearing at 7:15 pm to take comments on the proposed amendment to the sewer use law.   

VILLAGE AUDITING AND FINCANCIAL REVIEW CONSULTANT TO PRESENT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Nichole Ruf from the auditing firm Drescher & Malecki presented the 2024-2025 Financial Statements to the Village.

MINUTES APPROVAL
The September 15, 2025, minutes were approved unanimously as presented. J.Einach/J.Kelley


CHAMBER AWARDS PLAQUE PRESENTATION
The Chamber presented an awards plaque to the Kiwanis Club of Westfield - Ripley for their 55 years of service.  

2026 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE
The 2026 Village Board regular meeting schedule was approved on a motion by J. Kelley, L. Cunningham and carried unanimously.

2026 VILLAGE OBSERVERED HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
The 2026 Village Observed Holiday scheduled was approved on a motion by J. Kelley, J. Einach and carried unanimously.

2025 HALLOWEEN HOURS
The 2025 Halloween observance hours this year will be on Friday, October 31, 2025, from 6pm to 8pm with the parade to begin at 6pm.  The observance and parade were approved on a motion by L. Cunningham, K. Bronstein. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Police Department September 2025 monthly report was presented.

The Chief was authorized to purchase two new equipment for the new Police cars on motion by J. Einach seconded by K. Bronstein and carried unanimously.

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
The September 2025 Fire Department report was presented. 

Chief Belcher reported that the new engine is now in service.

Chief Belcher requested that the following items be declared surplus unused Village equipment noting that the Old Engine, Boat/Trailer and Air Pacs are all outdated and should be sent to auction.  This was approved as motioned by K. Bronstein and seconded by L. Cunningham.  

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
Andrew requested an executive session to discuss a legal matter.

Andrew reported that skating would begin 12/19 and run through April 2026. 

 ZONING OFFICER
The Zoning Officer report for September 2025 was presented.

WATER & SEWER 
Andrew requested the final pay application from Kingsview paving for the CSX manhole project was approved noting four (4) change orders numbered 4,5,6 and 7. This was approved on a motion by K. Bronstein, seconded by J. Einach.

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT
The Board approved the amending bond resolution as presented on a motion by J. Einach/K. Bronstein

The Board approved declaring Truck 7 as surplus village property on a motion by J.Kelley/L.Cunningham

The Board approved the civil service appointment of Cameron Wright to Electric Lineworker on a motion by K. Bronstein/J. Kelley

The Board approved awarding the Pole Bid to Stella Jones in the amount of $14,124 on a motion by L. Cunningham/J. Einach

The Board approved awarding the wire bid to Becca Wire in the amount of $17,500 for 10K linear feet of wire. J. Einach/J. Kelley.

TREASURER
The Board approved sending the unpaid Village taxes in the amount of $119,575.60 were approved to the County on a motion by L. Cunningham/J. Kelley

Revenue and Expense reports were unanimously approved. K. Bronstein/J. Einach

The following Warrants were unanimously approved on a motion by J. Einach/K. Bronstein 
Sewer #26: 	$41,209.92
General #24: 	$141,766.60
Electric # 23:	$189,784.92
Water #25:	$42,841.29
Electric #21	$241,301.88
Capital 
    WWTP #8	   $ 1,360.00
Sewer	   #24	$103,109.50
General  #22	$180,920.43
Water	   #23	   $14,315.48	

The Board unanimously moved entering Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and potential litigation J. Kelley / K. Bronstein

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The Board exited Executive Session on a motion/second  by  J. Einach/ K. Bronstein

As a result of the Executive Session, the Board approved the following actions:

Paying RD Design $10,000 one half the way through project construction and the balance of $10,000 upon completion of all construction.  J. Einach/ K. Bronstein

Approve a salary adjustment for Andrew Thompson to $130,000 per year with another $10,000 adjustment next  June.  It was noted that at the suggestion of Andrew, a COLA will not be included with these salary adjustments in June 2026. J. Einach/ K. Bronstein with L. Cunningham voting nay, the motion passed. 

Extended the probationary period for Brandon Freeman in the WPCF  for an additional six months. J. Kelley/ K. Bronstein

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted by,
Vincent Luce, Village Clerk
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